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Birds are not something we usually pay much attention to in our daily lives.Yet birds live in our immediate
surroundings, spreading their colorful wings.In a park in the morning, in the trees in town, or in the corner of a
garden,they might give us a glimpse of their lovely appearance at a moment's notice.Noticing such moments
may help you feel a connection with nature. This free handout introduces the charm of wild birds and helps
identify them in an easy-to-understand way. With a little knowledge, the path you usually take may transform
into a special place.If you are lucky, you may even be able to spot some rare birds! Aobayama is a treasure
house of various wild birds. We hope you will take a peek into the world of wild birds, which seems distant yet
close, gentle yet profound.The birds' songs, cute appearances, and dignified movements have a way of relaxing
and soothing, yet also offering fresh stimulation to our lives. Welcome to the world of wild birds in Aobayama.
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Date Masamune and Falcons
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Crows Use Ants for Their Insecticides
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Date Masamune, the founder of the Sendai domain, was a great falconry
enthusiast. He was bestowed with a falconry ground (a place where falconry
was permitted) from the shogun Tokugawa leyasu in Kuki City, Saitama
Prefecture, and also received falcons owned by the shogun and the Imperial
Court. He would stay in Kuki for nearly a month, hunting with falcons every day,
and offered his catch of geese, great blue herons and other game in return.

Thanks to Masamune's love of falconry, the Sendai domain had many falconers
who raised and trained falcon. Once, when the procurement and training of
falcon did not go smoothly and created problems with falcons intended for
donation, Masamune was so angry that he crucified one of the falconers
involved. That was how important the donation of falcon was to maintain the
relationship with the Shogunate.

In his later years, Masamune left for Edo (Tokyo) to attend to his duties
despite his illness. Even as his condition worsened, Masamune continued to
engage in falconry. A few days before his death, Masamune was already aware
that the end was near, but nevertheless cheered up the people who were
worried about him by saying, “After | recover, let's enjoy falconry near Edo.”
He truly loved falconry until the end of his life.
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Crows are the bird that is perhaps most familiar to people in Japan. They are
black in appearance, and there is even an expression in Japanese “karasu no
gyozui,” or "shower like a crow,” due to their characteristic of taking quick
baths. In fact, crows really like to keep clean, and they often bathe in water and
sand to remove dirt and parasites from their bodies. Particularly from spring to
summer, when crows are raising their young, they are prone to gaining
parasites such as mites and lice, and it is important for the parents to kill
parasites to ensure the healthy growth of their chicks. This is where ants come
in!

First, a crow lies down or flaps its wings near an ant nest, causing the ants to
get angry and start crawling up the crow's body. Then, as if to say, “I've been
waiting for you!” the crow mercilessly crushes the ants with its beak. Why do
crows do this? Ants have a chemical called formic acid in their bodies, which
they release when angered. The crows provoke the ants, make them angry, and
squash them while they are producing formic acid, which disperses on the
wings and drives away mites and lice. It's quite a black-hearted thing to do,
isn't it?
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Oriental Turtle Doves Spit Milk
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The Haikyu!! Manga Author Is a Bird Lover
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How much do you know about Oriental turtle doves? They are called
“kiji-bato” (pheasant pigeons) in Japanese because the speckled pattern on
their wings resembles that of a pheasant. Although they originally lived in the
mountains, they are now increasingly seen in urban areas as well, since they are
less likely to be attacked by hawks and snakes (their natural enemies) if they
nest near people.

Although they may appear to be laid-back birds, they are surprisingly tough.
In fact, Oriental turtle doves possess an amazing ability: they spit out milk from
their mouths and feed it to their chicks! This “pigeon milk” is produced in the
crop, which is part of the esophagus, and is full of nutrients (it is certainly not
vomit). This milk allows Oriental turtle doves to lay eggs all year round and
raise their young even in winter. And not only females but also males can
produce this milk! Just as Oriental turtle doves cooperate with their spouses in
raising their young, we humans must also raise our children together with our
spouses.
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Haikyu!! is a popular youth manga with a story centered around volleyball. But in fact, there are many
names related to birds in the series. For example, take the main character, Shoyo Hinata, and his rival,
Tobio Kageyama. Their names contain the kanji characters for “soar” and “fly,” both words associated
with birds, and the boys entered Karasuno High School after competing against each other in junior high
school ("karasu” is the Japanese word for crow). Karasuno High's team colors are black and orange, and
the school logo even bears the outline of a crow.

Meanwhile, Karasuno High's rivals include Fukurodani (Owl Valley) Academy, Shiratorizawa (White Bird
Marsh) Academy and Kamomedai (Gull Heights) High School. In addition, there are the grandfather and
grandson lkkei and Keishin Ukai (“u” is another reading for “crow”), Tanji Washijo (“washi” means
"eagle”), Tatsuki Washio (again, "washi” means “eagle”), Wataru Onaga (“onaga” means "an
azure-winged magpie”), Kaori Suzumeda (“suzume” means “sparrow”), and Fuki Hibarida (“hibari” means
“skylark"), just to name a few. You may be surprised at just how many bird-related characters there are. If
you are interested in this manga, check it out!
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